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No wonder that Prince Sixte de Bourbon's mission and the
peace message of the young Emperor of Austria ended in failure.
It would have been more honest if the Allied premiers had told
the envoy that nothing could be done, for they were already
pledged to the partition of the Austro-Hungarian dominions,
and Austria itself was to be reduced to a mere fifth-rate State.
There was to be no peace of reconciliation such as President
Wilson still spoke of even after America entered the war in the
spring of 1917. There was to be war to the bitter end and,
though Russia was crippled by Revolution, the Western Allies
could now count on armies of millions being before long brought
across the Atlantic to fight not for Wilsonian ideals, but for
the policy shadowed forth in these secret treaties.

Efforts for peace continued during 1917. Through all the war
years Switzerland had been an island of peace amidst the deluge
of strife. Its citizen militia guarded its frontiers from violation, It
was well that it had this safeguard, for there were sad memories
of the old wars of the French Revolution, when it became the
battle-ground of warring nations and then lost its freedom
under a French 'protectorate'. In the later years of the Great
War, thanks to the kindly initiative of the Holy See, its health
resorts, long barred from the annual flow of tourists, became
refuges to which invalided prisoners of war were transferred
under parole from the internment camps of central Europe. A
little town in the upper Rhone valley was for months a neutral
exchange centre for the correspondence of the Holy See with
the Catholic world. In the latter part of 1917 Switzerland
supplied a neutral ground on which official or even non-official
envoys from the belligerents could meet without attracting
public attention or committing their governments to any definite
engagement. The quest was for some kind of a conference that
might find a basis of peace. In August 1917 Count Revertera,
of the Austrian Foreign Office, thus met a French semi-official
envoy. In the same month a Belgian agent met the French
ex-premier, M. Briand, in Switzerland, showed him a note out-
lining a basis of negotiation that Germany was ready to discuss,
and asked Briand to arrange with his government for a fully